TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3
1 Peter 11316 Alming for Holiness
THOUGHT FOR TODAY: . . . for it is written, “You shall be holy, for | am holy.”  Peter 1:16

Believers whOpmtheirfaithintbebinh,deaxh.andresumdiooofChrinm
beginalifedmeoflwn'mgwbclikeCluist.Bulhowmt’alliblchmmina
fallen world achieve that goal? Furthermore, why should holiness be our goal if
achieving it is impossible? ,

Thescqustionsmmindmofalinlcgirllbabysalwhowanlodmmimic
everything 1 did, Wbcthaitwasboldingaforkorwalkingnpthemim.d)ewanwd
to do everything as 1 did. Shewouldbegmetodemonstmcomandovetagain
until she perfected the act, Her aim wasn't to be a master fork user or stair climber,
though. She wanted to be like me because she loved me.

Holiness isn't about chasing impossible ideas of perfection, but rather becoming
like the Savior we love, We can’t make ourselves holy through our own efforts. But
by focusing on who Jesus is, we open ourselves to the transformative work of the
Holy Spint.

mm:mood.mmwmm“bm.nmmmm
Megan L. Anderson—¥Kokomo, Indiana

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4
Nehemish 8:13-18 Tent Dwaeller
THOUGHT FOR TODAY: And day by day, from the first day to the last day, he read from the
book of the law of God. Nehemiah 8:18a

During the seven-day Festival of Tabernacles (a Jewish celebration called
Sukkot, observed in October this year), the Israclites lived in temporary tenis or
shelters made from tree branches and twigs. This special celebration served as a
mmmduofhowmmhﬁodhaddmuformcm“eymmmbaeddxirdelivme
from slavery in Egypt and the protection they received as they. wandered in the
desat.Nodoubt.tbelstuﬁmwmﬁlledwithjoymdgmﬁmdefotdnirbm
TbeyliswnedtotchcriptwandstoppedthcirewrydaymutimwfocusonOod.
offering praise for divine provision and care. /

LikeGod‘schosenpeople,lwantmmnembcrnumctimesGoc}hng\mded
mefromhmllongwrecanmecounﬂesspraymGodlmmaed.lmtw
remember everything about my spiritual walk. | say with the psalmist: “Let me
abideinywrtcnlfomvcr..."(Psahn61:4a).1‘haelﬁndpaoeand&eedomﬁmn
life's dimctionsthttkoepmcfromhonoﬁngandpnisingGod |
mﬁnzwdmmmm.wmum’m.m

Alisha Ritchie—Stanfield, North Carolina
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